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Abstract  

‘A Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth’ is an 18-month project led by the Special 

Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights. The project aspires to catalyze 

transformative change by developing a comprehensive blueprint to guide governments and 

international agencies in adopting policies that prioritize well-being and human rights over 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth, and to build a strong alliance of actors in support of 

this agenda. Its ultimate aim is to contribute to the next generation of global development 

goals by embedding the principles of a human rights economy into international frameworks. 

Through wide-ranging consultations and collaboration, the project will propose practical 

policy measures that ensure inclusive development within planetary boundaries. This concept 

note introduces the project and the call for contributions from experts and stakeholders that 

will shape its recommendations. 

 

Background  

With six years remaining until the 2030 deadline, progress on the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) is alarmingly off-track, with many indicators stagnating or reversing. Despite 

global commitments to poverty eradication, it is anticipated that 575 million people will still 

live in extreme poverty by 2030. Traditional poverty reduction strategies, which focus on 

economic growth measured by GDP and post-market redistribution, have exacerbated 

inequality and environmental degradation while failing to deliver on their promises. 

 

Addressing this critical impasse, the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human 

rights1 presented his landmark report ‘Eradicating poverty beyond growth’ (A/HRC/56/61) to 

the Human Rights Council in July 2024. This report challenges the prevailing growth-centric 

development model and advocates instead for a shift to a human rights-based economy that 

prioritizes poverty eradication and the reduction of inequalities, as well as access to public 

services (education, health and housing) and the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable 

environment. 

 

The report underscores the dangers of pervasive consumerism and “growthism,” which 

distract policymakers from addressing the structural issues that undermine human well-being 

and planetary health. It exposes the structural inequalities in the global economy, attributing 

 
1  The United Nations Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights is appointed in 
accordance with resolutions 8/11 and 53/10 of the Human Rights Council. Under these resolutions, 
his mandate is to examine and report back to Member States on initiatives taken to promote and 
protect the rights of those living in extreme poverty, with a view to advancing the eradication of such 
poverty.  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/
https://www.srpoverty.org/2024/07/01/eradicating-poverty-in-a-post-growth-context-preparing-for-the-next-development-goals/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty


 

 

 

 3 

this failure to a legacy of colonialism, in which low-income countries are compelled to rely on 

exploitative labor practices and resource extraction to produce goods for wealthier nations 

and service foreign debt. To counter these dynamics, the Special Rapporteur calls for 

comprehensive reforms, including universal social protection floors, progressive taxation and 

a shift from taxing income and consumption to taxing wealth, debt restructuring, and 

strengthened international cooperation to address tax evasion. He also emphasizes 

actionable measures, such as government-backed jobs, valuing unpaid care work, minimum 

wage policies, and capping wealth derived from destructive industries. These measures are 

aimed at achieving tangible improvements in social and ecological well-being rather than 

narrowly focusing on GDP growth. 

 

Against this backdrop, the two major intergovernmental meetings of 2025 (the 4th 

International Conference on Financing for Development and the 2nd World Summit for Social 

Development), as well as negotiations around the next generation of global development 

goals, present a historic opportunity to rethink the fight against poverty and inequality. 

Momentum for change is growing. Initiatives such as the European Parliament’s Beyond 

Growth Conference and the Human Rights Economy initiative of the UN Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights demonstrate the growing impetus towards redesigning 

development frameworks. The UN General Assembly’s adoption of the ‘Pact for the Future’ 

(A/RES/79/1) further reinforces this shift by calling for the establishment of a High-Level 

Expert Group to develop measures of progress that complement or go beyond GDP. 

 

A Beyond Growth Roadmap  

Building on this momentum, the Special Rapporteur is spearheading the development of a 

Plan B, a practical ‘Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth’. This roadmap aims to 

serve as a blueprint for governments, international agencies and stakeholders to implement 

innovative policies that prioritize human rights, care, and well-being within planetary 

boundaries. Drawing from the findings of the Special Rapporteur’s previous reports, 

presented over the past four years to the UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly, it 

will include a comprehensive catalogue of policy measures addressing areas such as social 

protection floors, universal basic services, labour policies, care work, social and solidarity 

economy models, fair taxation systems, innovative financing mechanisms, trade frameworks, 

local government empowerment, stewardship of the commons etc. 

 

The roadmap will outline short-, medium-, and long-term policy actions that can be tailored 

to different governance levels – local, national, regional, and global – and to the diverse 

https://financing.desa.un.org/ffd4
https://financing.desa.un.org/ffd4
https://social.desa.un.org/second-world-summit-for-social-development#:~:text=Decision%20to%20convene%20the%20%E2%80%9CWorld%20Social%20Summit%E2%80%9D%20in%202025&text=The%20Second%20World%20Summit%20for%20Social%20Development%20would%20address%20the,towards%20implementing%20the%202030%20Agenda.
https://social.desa.un.org/second-world-summit-for-social-development#:~:text=Decision%20to%20convene%20the%20%E2%80%9CWorld%20Social%20Summit%E2%80%9D%20in%202025&text=The%20Second%20World%20Summit%20for%20Social%20Development%20would%20address%20the,towards%20implementing%20the%202030%20Agenda.
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.beyond-growth-2023.eu/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2024/06/human-rights-economy-concept-practical-application
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/pact-for-the-future
https://www.srpoverty.org/category/reports/
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contexts of countries in the Global North and South. Its publication, scheduled for early 2026, 

will coincide with the Special Rapporteur’s final report to the UN Human Rights Council. 

 

External contributions 

To inform the roadmap, the Special Rapporteur will build on the collective expertise of 

governmental bodies, international agencies, academic experts, civil society organizations, 

trade unions, and local actors. He will issue a call for written inputs in January 2025. Experts, 

practitioners and stakeholders will be invited to propose evidence-based policy 

recommendations. Contributors are encouraged to address policy actions across governance 

levels and to consider the need for a diversity of solutions suitable to low-, middle-, and high-

income countries. Recommendations should be supported by concrete examples of 

successful practices and presented in a summarized format for clarity. 

 

Following the written input phase, the Special Rapporteur will convene a series of 

consultations and workshops to refine the proposed measures. These sessions will bring 

together diverse stakeholders to identify synergies, address gaps, and adapt 

recommendations to various regional and governance contexts. This collaborative process 

will ensure that the roadmap is both practical and grounded in the lived realities of affected 

populations. 

 

 

Contact information 

 

For further information on the roadmap, please contact: 

 

François DENUIT 

Senior Advisor to the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 

francois.denuit@srpoverty.org  

+32 474 62 08 98 

 

For more information on the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty:  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty 

https://www.srpoverty.org/ 

 

For any other inquiries: hrc-sr-extremepoverty@un.org  

 

mailto:francois.denuit@srpoverty.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-poverty
https://www.srpoverty.org/
mailto:hrc-sr-extremepoverty@un.org
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